
 

COOK, THOMAS WILLIAM 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Seaman 

 Royal Naval Reserve S.S. "Gitano." 

Age: 28 

Date of Death: 20/12/1918 

Service No: 3740A 

He was the son of Thomas and Charlotte Cook, of Rowhedge, Colchester; husband of Lily Maud Cook, of 51, 

Spring Rd., Brightlingsea, Colchester. The SS Gitano struck a mine on the 20th December 1918. The "SS 

GITANO" was lost, "on passage from London to Gothenborg", which suggests that she, and her captain and 

crew, are lying not far from the Danish coast, a marked war grave. The  "SS GITANO" was probably taking our 

export goods to Sweden, to return with a load of much-needed timber. Her Skipper was Captain William Decent 

of Hull. 

 

SS GITANO .. Wilson Line .. built 1913 .. lost 1918 

  

  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: 30. 



Cemetery: CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL After the First World 

War, an appropriate way had to be found of commemorating those 

members of the Royal Navy who had no known grave, the majority of 

deaths having occurred at sea where no permanent memorial could be 

provided. An Admiralty committee recommended that the three manning 

ports in Great Britain - Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth - should each 

have an identical memorial of unmistakable naval form, an obelisk, which 

would serve as a leading mark for shipping. The memorials were designed 

by Sir Robert Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable amount 

of work for the Commission, with sculpture by Henry Poole. After the 

Second World War it was decided that the naval memorials should be 

extended to provide space for commemorating the naval dead without 

graves of that war, but since the three sites were dissimilar, a different 

architectural treatment was required for each. The architect for the Second 

World War extension at Chatham was Sir Edward Maufe (who also 

designed the Air Forces memorial at Runnymede) and the additional 

sculpture was by Charles Wheeler and William McMillan. Chatham 

Naval Memorial commemorates more than 8,500 sailors of the First 

World War and over 10,000 from the Second World War.    No. of 

Identified Casualties: 18615 

  

  

OTHER MEMORIALS        Colchester Town Hall and Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE , LANGENHOE 

 


